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1. SUMMARY: ON MAY 15, IMMEDIATELY UPON HIS RETURN TO 
BRUSSELS FROM PEKING AND TEHRAN, EC COMMISSION VICE PRESIDENT 
SOAMES HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE AT WHICH HE DISCUSSED THE 
RESULTS OF HIS TRIP. (HIS COMMENTS ON HIS VISIT TO IRAN ARE 
REPORTED IN SEPTEL.) SOAMES' BRIEFING GENERALLY PARALLELS 
REPORTS CONTAINED IN REFS A AND B. IN ADDITION, SOAMES FOR 

THE FIRST TIME PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THAT THE EC INTENDS TO 
NEGOTIATE EC-WIDE " ECONOMIC COOPERATION AGREEMENTS" INCLUDING 
ONE BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY (REPRESENTINT ALL NINE MEMBER STATES) 
AND CHINA. SOAMES SAID HE HOPED HIS VISIT TO CHINA WOULD 
NOT HAVE A NEGATIVE EFFECT ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE EC AND CEMA, OR ON RELATIONS BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY 
AND INDIVIDUAL EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. END SUMMARY. 

2. CHINESE AMBASSADOR TO THE EC: 

SOAMES SAID THAT THE CHINESE INTEND TO ACCREDIT AN AMBASSADOR 
TO THE EC "IN THE NEAR FUTURE." HE SAID THE PRC'S DECISION 
WAS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE A RESIDENT AMBASSADOR WOULD ENABLE 
THE CHINESE TO UNDERSTAND MORE FULLY THE FUNCTIONING OF THE 
EC. IN ADDITION, SOAMES SAID, THE CLOSER CONTACTS WOULD 
PERMIT THE CHINESE A FAR BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF EC EFFORTS 
IN LDC'S. SOAMES SAID HE HOPED THIS IMPROVED UNDERSTANDING 
WOULD BE REFLECTED IN FUTURE CHINESE ACTIONS IN INTERNATIONAL 
FORA. WHEN ASKED WHETHER THEY INTENDED TO NOMINATE A SEPARATE 
AMBASSADOR TO THE COMMUNITY OR WOULD SEEK DUAL ACCREDITATION 
FOR THE CURRENT PRC AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM, SOAMES RESPONDED 
THAT THIS WAS A MATTER FOR THE CHINESE TO DECIDE AND THAT 
IT MADE NO DIFFERENCE TO THE COMMUNITY. (A SOURCE CLOSE 
TO THE CHINESE EMBASSY HERE HAS TOLD US THEY ARE ALREADY 
SEEKING OFFICE SPACE FOR THE NEW CHINESE MISSION TO THE 
EC. FFROM THIS, OUR SOURCE THINKS IT LIKELY THAT A SEPARATE 
AMBASSADOR WILL BE NOMINATED.) 

3. TRADE TALKS: 

SOAMES SAID THAT HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH THE CHINESE MINISTER 
FOR TRADE WERE "A NATURAL OUTFLOW OF THE MODEL BILATERAL 
AGREEMENT WHICH WE HAD EARLIER PRESENTED TO THE CHINESES." 
DISCUSSION ON THS SUBJECT ARE TO CONTINUE IN BRUSSELS 
AFTER THE ACCREDITATION OF AN AMBASSADOR. SOAMES SAID THAT 
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WHILE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE PRC COULD BE SIGNIFICANT, ANY 
INCREASE IN TRADE BETWEEN THE EC AND CHINA WOULD DEPEND ON 
BOTH THE CHINESE NEED FOR CAPITAL GOODS AND ON THE COMPETI- 
TIVENESS OF EC SUPPLIERS. HE SAID IT WAS TOO EARLY TO KNOW 
IF CHINA WAS SPECIFICALLY INTERESTED IN AGRICULTURAL TRADE. 

4. WORLD POLITICAL SITUATION: 

SOAMES SAID THAT A GREAT DEAL OF HIS TIME IN PEKING WAS 
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DEVOTED TO DISCUSSION OF THE WORLD POLITICAL SITUATION WITH 
CHINESE LEADERS. HE SAID CHINA. WHILE FOAVORING THE GROWTH 
OF THE COMMUNITY, "DOES NOT INTEND TO DRIVE A WEDGE BETWEEN 
THE EC AND THE US." 

5. EC/CEMA RELATIONS: 

IN RESPONSE TO SEVERAL QUESTIONS. SOAMES SAID THAT "IT WOULD 
BE SAD" IF EITHER CEMA OR THE COUNTRIES OF EASTERN EUROPE 
ALLOW HIS TRIP TO CHINA TO INFLUENCE THEIR REACTIONS TO 
THE EC PROPOSED MODEL BILATERAL AGREEMENT. 

6. EC-WIDE "ECONOMIC COOPERATION AGREEMENTS": 

AT HIS PRESS CONFERENCE, SOAMES SAID PUBLICLY WHAT HE HAD 
PRIVATELY TOLD AMBASSADOR GREENWALD (PARA 9, REF D), NAMELY 
THAT THE COMMISSION INTENDED TO BEGIN NEGOTIATING "ECONOMIC 
COOPERATIOON AGREEMENTS" ON A COMMUNITY- WIDE BASIS. SOAMES 
TOLD THE PRESS THAT THE FIRST OF THESE AGREEMENTS WOULD 
BE THAT BETWEEN THE EC AND CANADA. FOLLOWING THE SUCCESSFUL 
NEGOTIATION OF THIS "TEST CASE" SOAMES PROPOSED A SIMILAR 
AGREEMENT WIT CHINA. SOAMES ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE DIDN'T 
KNOW HOW THE EC MEMBER STATES WOULD REACT TO THIS PROPOSAL. 
GREENWALD 
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